ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE – NATIONAL 4/5
CONTENT

Living Environment

in this Unit, learners will develop skills of scientific inquiry, investigation and analytical thinking, along with knowledge and understanding in the context of the living environment.  The key areas covered at National 4 level are: Interdependence; Adaptation for Survival; Population Growth and Natural Hazards on Biodiversity.

The key areas at National 5 level are: Investigating Ecosystems and Biodiversity; Interdependence; Human Influences on Biodiversity.  

Earth’s Resources 
The key areas covered at National 4 level are: Non-Renewable and Renewable Resources; Energy Sources; The Carbon Cycle
The key areas covered at National 5 level are: An Overview of Earth Systems and their Interactions; The Geosphere; The Hydrosphere; The Biosphere; The Atmosphere.

Sustainability 
The key areas covered at National 4 level are: Natural Resources; The Interaction Between Humans and the Environment; Agriculture; Society’s Energy Needs; 

The key areas covered at National 5 level are: Introduction to Sustainability; Food; Water; Energy; Waste Management.
Added Value Unit 
In this Unit, learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the other Units and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar contexts and/or integrated ways.
ASSESSMENT

To achieve the Environmental Science (National 4) Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the Added Value Unit.  National 4 Courses are not graded.

To achieve the Environmental Science (National 5) Course, learners must pass all of the required Units and the final exam.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be given on a regular basis to assist in learning. In addition, pupils are expected to prepare for end of topic tests and unit assessments. Pupils should spend approximately 20 minutes on homework each week.

SKILL DEVELOPMENT
The main aims of this Course are for learners to: 

· develop an understanding of environmental science’s role in scientific issues

· develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills

· develop the skills to use technology, equipment and materials safely

· develop planning and problem solving skills

· develop practical fieldwork skills in an environmental science context

· use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices

· develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in environmental science. 
